Here’s the one Peace Corps book
every library should have!
A wide audience will want to read this classic memoir
of service during the Kennedy years to
discover what the Peace Corps is all about.

150,000 people request
information about
Peace Corps service
each year

155,000 Americans have
served as volunteers
in 134 countries

7,000 volunteers
currently serve in
77 countries

Scanlon the letter-writer had reportorial skills. He was a peace, not a war,
correspondent, sending back dispatches from places in southern Chile that
few outsiders had ever penetrated…Hundreds of books have been written
by former [Peace Corps] volunteers…Tom Scanlon’s is among the finest.
—The Washington Post Book World
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Waiting for the Snow:
The Peace Corps Papers of a Charter Volunteer
— By Tom Scanlon —
Waiting for the Snow reminds us of the enormous greatness
that can happen when ordinary people do what is right
and good. This is a great read, for the serious student of
international affairs and for the dreamer, the lover of
a gentle story about the humanity of humankind.
—Sargent Shriver
Founding Peace Corps Director

Recently I heard a story of a young Peace Corpsman
named Tom Scanlon who is working in Chile….
Well, I hope [his] spirit motivates all of you.
—President John F. Kennedy
1962 speech to college student interns in Washington, DC

I distinctly remember JFK telling Scanlon’s story all
those years ago, and his excellent book reawakens the
bright hopes I also felt when I joined the Peace Corps.
This is a saluatory story.
—Paul Theroux, Author
Mosquito Coast and The Great Railway Bazaar

[Scanlon’s letters]…provide a glimpse of a more
innocent time when it seemed possible that the world
could be made a better place with just good will and
good works…. The sense of personal innocence, now
long lost by America and Americans, is disarming.
—The Boston Globe
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